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Cascade Meadow opens its doors
ROCHESTER

By Jeffrey Pieters
jpieters@postbulletin.com
(507) 285-7748

A decade in the planning, 
Cascade Meadow Wetlands 
and Environmental Science 
Center in northwest Rochester 
is open for business.

An opening-day event Satur-
day gave people who hadn’t 
had a sneak peek earlier their 
first look inside the two-story 
center, and a first chance to 
stroll some of the paths that 
eventually will stretch across 
a 100-acre wetlands site.

Is the center all that its 
owner — local business-
man and philanthropist Jack 
Remick — had hoped?

“Oh, way beyond,” he said.
Initial plans for the prop-

erty at 2900 19th St. N.W., near 
the Rochester Athletic Club, 
called for a wetlands restora-
tion and small center with a 
classroom and restrooms.

Adding partners, including 
Rochester Public Utilities, the 
city’s Public Works Depart-
ment, members of Rochester 
Area Builders and the Zumbro 
Watershed Partnership, “it 
just grew,” Remick said.

Cascade Meadow will serve 
as an education center, with 
exhibits on ecology, environ-
mental sustainability and 
conservation.

Two wind turbines and three 
solar panels supply electricity 

and hot water, and a touch-
screen panel gives visitors the 
ability to check how each one 
is working, and the financial 
value of what each of them 
supplies.

“ W e  w a n t  t o  d e m o n -
strate what’s possible,” said 
the center’s director, Lisa 
Eadens.

The 16,000-square-foot build-
ing was constructed with an 
eye toward receiving plati-
num certification under the 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 

program. If it qualifies, it will 
be one of only a handful of 
buildings in the state to attain 
the platinum certification, 
Eadens said.

Outside, the landscape is 
being sculpted and planted 
to include a pond and seven 
of the eight kinds of wetlands 
found in Minnesota. (The 
eighth kind, peat bog, is simply 
too difficult to establish as 
manmade, said Jeff Feece, a 
center volunteer.)

Volunteers will play a large 
role in the life of the center, 

which will have four employ-
ees, plus a fifth, employed by 
RPU, who will staff an exhibit 
on energy conservation.

Already, 50 people have 
signed on as volunteers, and 
three local Boy Scouts have 
projects on the grounds that 
will help them earn Eagle 
badges, she said.

The center will be open 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays, and 
other times for special events, 
such as meetings, seminars 
and class tours. Regular 
admission is free.

Science center
What happened: 

Cascade Meadow Wetlands 
and Environmental Science 
Center has opened.

What it means: School 
groups, adult seminars 
and any individual can visit 
on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays. Admission is free.

What’s next: Wetlands 
and trail development 
continues on the center’s 
100-acre property. If you 
want to volunteer, call 
(507) 252-8133 or visit 
www.cascademeadow.org.

Germaine Langer Neumann / gneuman@postbulletin.com

Marcus Uthke of Eyota works with an interactive dis-
play providing energy to a city at Cascade Meadow. His 
mother, Nancy, called the center “very cool. (The exhib-
its) really do show what you can do to conserve energy 
on a daily basis.” 

For a slide show,
go to PostBulletin.com

Business damaged in fire
CLAREMONT

Woman is critically 
injured in U.S. 52 rollover
Post-Bulletin staff

PINE ISLAND — A 58-year-
old Chanhassen woman is in 
critical condition today at 
Saint Marys Hospital after 
being injured early Sunday 
morning after her car rolled 
over in a one-vehicle accident 
near Pine Island, according to 
the Minnesota State Patrol.

Patricia M. O’Conner was 
driving on U.S. 52 at about 
4:15 a.m. when the vehicle left 
the road, entered the median 

and rolled over, according to 
the State Patrol.

Authorities are unsure of 
the direction O’Connor was 
driving at the time of the 
accident.

O’Conner was flown to the 
hospital by Mayo Clinic medi-
cal helicopter, authorities 
reported.

She was wearing her seat 
belt, and an airbag deployed 
during the accident, the State 
Patrol report said. 

Post-Bulletin staff

CLAREMONT — The TB3’s 
of Claremont Bar and Grill 
on U.S. 14 in Claremont was 
damaged by a fire that was 
reported at 10:15 a.m. Satur-
day.

“There was no visible fire, 
it was just insulation that was 

smoldering,” Fire Chief Lee 
Peterson said.

Damage wasn’t extensive 
and he said the business 
should be able to reopen soon. 
It appears the fire was started 
by an electrical malfunction, 
he said. The state fire marshal 
was called.

The Master of Minutiae.  The Titan of Trivia.  The Sultan of Thought.  No question 

is too big or small, obvious or obscure, silly or serious for the One Who Knows It 

All, the P-B’s Fount of Facts, the one and only Answer Man.

EVERY DAY: ANSWER MAN

FOR CONVENIENT HOME DELIVERY, CALL 507-285-7676 or 800-562-1758

*”Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated Irwin Broh Research (commercial landscapers) as well as independent consumer research of 2010 U.S. sales and market share data for the gasoline-powered handheld outdoor power equipment category combined sales to consumers and commercial landscapers.

All prices are MWS-SRP. Available at participating 
dealers. © 2011 STIHL MWS11-421-98241-6

STIHLdealers.com

RESERVE ONLINE FOR IN-STORE PICKUP

Look for STIHL Express on 
participating Dealer websites.

$15995FS 45 
TRIMMER

Easy-to-use, well-balanced 
trimmer for occasional use

Lightweight, reliable 
and fast starting

Can use nylon line or STIHL 
PolyCut™ head – ideal for 
lawn trimming or cutting 
close to fences and walls

$14995BG 55 
HANDHELD BLOWER

Proven handheld blower at an affordable price

Great for quickly cleaning driveways, 
sidewalks and hard-to-reach places

Optional vacuum and gutter kit 
attachments available

$17995MS 170 CHAIN SAW

For occasional wood-cutting 
tasks around the home 

Includes many of the design features 
of our professional models

Anti-vibration system for comfortable operation

16" bar

STIHL IS THE #1 SELLING BRAND OF HANDHELD 
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT IN AMERICA*

THE BEST
GIVE DAD $29995MS 250 CHAIN SAW

Features great power-to-weight ratio 
for quick work of firewood cutting 
and around-the-home tasks

Includes side-access chain tensioner 
for easy chain adjustment

18" bar

RESERVE ONLINE FOR IN-STORE PICKUP

Look for STIHL Express on 
participating Dealer websites.

FS 90 R
model
shown

Byron
Earl’s Small Engine Repair
1099 Frontage Road NW
507-775-6456
EarlsSmallEngineRepair.com

Rochester
Arrow Ace Hardware
10 Seventeenth Avenue SW
507-289-3321
ArrowAce.org

Rochester
Wright’s Small Engine Service
1432 3rd Ave SE
507-288-5357
WrightsSmallEngine.com

Stewartville
Podein’s Power Equipment
517 S. Main Street
507-533-8841
Podeins.com
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**The state of Minnesota requires U-Factor of .35 or better at an additional cost of $59.00 per window.

*Any Size White Double Hung Installed w/Lifetime Warranty(max 48” x 78”)

507-206-6656
Any Size

$189*
Installed
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Amounts shown include the discount on fi rst year rental.
Promotion is good through 9/1/11.

975 34th Ave. NW
507-280-0621 06
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3 X 5 Was $25 Now $15
5 X 5 Was $35 Now $21

3 X 10 Was $45 Now $27
5 X 10 Was $60 Now $36

10 X 10 Was $90 Now $54

40% off Discount on all
Safe Deposit Boxes
Through the Month of August!

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
Member FDIC

40% OFF

120 Elton Hills Dr. NW
507-280-0028


